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1'% called msjs—that speeial magic that lies within the soul of an imirermnd.
Shewards of some of the warkds most coveted sivinged Instruments describe Bhe oo of heir fiddles.

Player: Masumi Per Rostad of the Pacifica
Quartes

Imstrumant: 1770 Joseph Hill vicla, London
16 3/8-inch bady with brown varnish

Condition: The body has some repaired old
waormhaoles and cigarette burns. [t was
antiqued to look older when it was made,
which is funny to think of 241 years later!

Is this your primary instrumentT Yes

How dogs it compane 1o your prévious
primary instrument (and whal was that
wiola)?

It ix smaller, older, and move focused, T love
my hig, modern Marten Cornelissen viola
(17-inch body, made In 1978), bug it feels like
a Cadillac, [ prefer a Povsche for quarter play-
ing—well, maybe a Subaru in this case, 5till,
I_pfcﬁ'r a responsive vinla

Can you compare your viola to another?

I like my viola, but I'm not particularly
arrached to de. | would lowe a great old [talian
instrument, but | haven'r found arything rea
senably sized and priced. Vielin players have
it spooe much easier!

What gift does this instrument bring to your
playing that cannet be found in any other
instrument? How doas this instrument
Inspine you 2% i pearlormer?

I'm not particularly romantic about instra-
ments, since it can be confusing to think that
way abour such a big financial investment. |
want a healthy viola and bow to make the
strings work the way | want them to, [ play
abeut 100 concerts a year, all over the world,
and [ want professional rools thar reliably
respond to what [ pat into them, wherever [
hJ.pr'mn to open my case. Call me a contral
freak—or call me a string player!

‘What kind of strings do you use?
| use D'Addario Helicore strings because
they're stable and responsive.

And the bow hair?
And, 1 like black hair on my bow because it
grips the string well and doesn’t break as

often as white hair.,

What i5 its histary?

I don't know anything about my viola's his

tary. Until recently, this sort of English visla
wouldn't have carried much valuwe, but that's
changing. In general, unless it's a very famous
instrument played by a very famous musi

cian, sellers don’t want you to know whire
they got an instrument because it informs
the buyer voo much abour price and profiz

How did you came inte possession

of this instrument? Do you awn it?

[ purchased it from a dealer abour ten years
agp and have recently paid it off,
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What drew you ko this viala?

It rerninded o a litele bit of a nice Gasparo da
Sald viola that was oaned to me for a while.
This was a lat cheaper!

What's your instrument’s personality?

What are its strengths and limitations?

It's svable, responsive, and clear, with a
medium voice. Hopefully, it's versatile beyond
that. [ wish it had more quality and color
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What are your viola's likes and dislikes?
It likes dry weather, but my bow likes humid-
iry. Oh, well

Is your instrument female, male,

or genderless?

[ haven't cried to make any moves on it yet, 8o
['m not sure!

When and haw did yeu truly leam who your
instrument is, the soul of the instrument?
Henmm, I'm not quite there yer

Have you ever done anything that might
have rabhed your instrument of its “moje,”
such as a repair or changing the strings?

It hasn't sounded better than it does now. In
my estimarion, repairs tend Lo improve
instruments. | had my [Chicago-based) luth-
ier Louks Torick take the back off last summer
to repair a shoulder. The more work you have
dome, the more opportunities there are o
improve the condition. There i3 a balance, of

COHrse.

Wiat would your viola say to you if the two
of you sat down for teaT

Could you pass the cream? Oh, by the way,
wou haven't been seeing any other viclas, have
wou? L |
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