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Miaskovsky - Shostakovich
Miaskovaky String Quartet No 13, Op BE
Shostakovich String Quartets - No 5, 0p 92 No 6.
Op 10T No 7. 0p 108: No B, Op 10

Pacifica Guartet

Cedille ¥ ¥ CATNOCOR 90000 127 (117 - DDO)

Pacifica pit Shostakovich

= against his senior Miaskovsky
Mot lang ago, battle lines were drawn
between those who championed Shostakovich
a3 a dissident and others who dismissed him
a4 a Sealinist sympathiser and apologist. Now
the crossfire has died down and musical
prinritics have shifed again. Performances
once judged mainly by the level of red-
bloaded Russianness in the playing are now
assessed by how well they fit his work within
the musical canon.

Finding a balance between these
perspectives = let's call them the frone-line
journalist versus the detached historian -
comes naturally to the Chicago-based Pacifica
Ovartet, whose recordings for Cedille have
succeeded best when Iinl:i.n!.: E’J.rl}'r:l:lll:blil;'m
and late-romantic repertony. The Pacifics, oo
voung to be scarred by the political debare,
garnered much atention Last season with
their Shostakovich cyele, which Cedille has
released in the first of a four-volume senes,
each w inclede an additdonal string quartet
by another notable Soviet-cra composer.

The Pacifica’s first volume starts with the
Fifth CQraarwer (1952) and calminares in the
Esghth (1960). The playing has neither the
ferocious intensity of the Kronos Quartet
in the Eighth, nor the riddled angst of the
Borodin Chuartet in general, bur instead
aims for greater sweep, structurally,
offering a coherence and emotional invegrity
that link these works wyether, Nikolai

Miaskovsky, an older contemporary of
Shostakovich, rounds out the dise with his
String Craartet No 13 (1950). Dated two years
before the other works here = and noably
more Conservative in '\I:I'IE - the MihLm':l.}
proves that being tradidonal need not be ar
the cost of musical interest. But it succeeds
best in ptnl;i.ng Shostakovich as a hla.ring
revolutionary by comparison.
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TUNE SURFING
American orchestras and labels
anling, and a fine Boston podcast

Shostakovich on Cedille

Cedille, one ol the US's most reliably nesarding
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Shostakovich cycle by the Pacifica Quartet - Nos 58,
cleverly coupled with Myaskowshy's gonpeous
Cruartiel Mo 13 - guitsy perionmandes, Deautifully
recorded. A generous Y93 collection of Vivaldl
concertos heaturing formes Chicago Sympharmy
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