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The mechanical rhythms of Steve Reich gain momentum in the hands
of his London ensemble; Srephen Hough sets out his stall as a composer;
plus Bloch is back, in the world premiere recording of his early Quartet
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Straight to the heart of a cycle

David Nice admires the Pacifica Quartet’s first Shostakovich recording

SHOSTAROVICH
Stiing Quartets Nos 5-8
MYASKOVSKY
String Quartet No. 13
Pacifica Quartet

Available srkavenussccom b music

A gulf separares Cedille's hurd
"Roviet Exporicnce’ praphice from
the brave new way this young
Ametican quaret tackles the
20th contury’s maoat canonived
cviele. From the concere | heard
i iheir Wegmore Hall senies.
fearuring two Chuartcts from the
sevjuence here, it was clear that
the Pacitica plavers were daing for

The Pacifica's sense of
musical argument is
always impressive

Shostabovich's chamber music

whar conducror Vasily Pevrenko has
been succentully atemgping with
rhe Symiphanies in Liverpool, Bach
plave timacless musical values above
any sledgehammer rheroric than
shoues “Saviet tragody”’

It'sa piry the recorded sound
fails vo obsceve the space around
the quartet that made the conuer
exporienss sa uniquc: up froar, the
Pacificas can't achieve the same
dvmamic varicty. Even so, their
sonse of the mausical argument is
alwavs impeessive, shining through
their objective bus never overslick
approach. The Pacifica Quarer

only seem 1o d lr aw heeath, like
Shaomtakovick
Asaresuh ||'.r onminuous Filith
Quuartet just kegps coming a8 vou,
and s ideas im the development
section are magnificently worked
shrvugh. The Sixeh Quaien has
nevet seemed mare genuinely
tender. and the aplvsisms of

the Seveneh Qw-‘lcl are bl

of determinatzon. Admirable,

s, i 0 he pmraal direcomsess of
this steaightforsand. but never
unteeling, Eighth Quarcer. Each
rwo= 00 st is 00 feature anotheor
quartet by 3 Russian comemporary

fwWeen Mt

here the dsi:u:.. Myaskovsky's final
wark, written in 1950, The F'u:r;.-

Chaarter make i1 mituie o
thpg- SEETT \hlm et b
and again their ‘-1|
muakes the simple, w0

glib.
rwardness
fual Aralamre
all ehe mame touching. Lovely,
cubrured |||-.|1.|._'|.1|-.-.h|p'|hr|~||_gi1|m|.
FERFORMANCE il
RLCORDING ek

January 2012



